
The above ice cream tools have been collected by a member of the 

Anglo Italian Family History Society. 

 

The glass containers were known as „licking glasses‟ as wafers had 

not been invented. This was not very sanitary. The customer would 

lick the ice cream off the dish and return it to the vendor who 

would rinse it, then fill it for the next customer. The ice cream be-

came known as „hokey pokey‟ and the Italian ice cream sellers as 

„hokey-pokey men‟. It is thought that this derived from the cry of 

the seller in Italian of “ecco un poco” (here is a little piece) or, 

“o che poco” (oh, how little), referring to the cheap price. 

The extracts on the left and above were taken from Little Italy The 

Story of London‟s Italian Quarter by Tudor Allen published by 

Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre  
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